NOW WE'RE TAWKING!

TRAVELLING AUSTRALIA WITH KIDS

WITH TARA HENRY

THE PILBARA IN WINTER

Why it's the ultimate family 4WD adventure

f you've ever dreamed of loading up
the 4WD, packing the kids in the back,
and heading somewhere that feels like

another planet, the Pilbara in winter is it.

Forget the sweaty, fly-filled chaos of
summer. Winter in Western Australia’s
Pilbara region is when this rugged,
red-dirt playground truly comes
alive—especially for families. Mild days,
cool nights, crystal-clear swimming
holes, and wide-open spaces make

it one of the most underrated winter
destinations in Australia.

At TAWK, we're all about real family
adventures—the kind that build
memories, resilience, and stories your
kids will tell for years. And the Pilbara
delivers that in spades.

The weather is actually perfect
(yes, really)

Let's address the big one — the Pilbara
is hot. Brutally hot ... in summer.

But winter? That's the sweet spot.

From May to September, daytime
temps sit around 20-28°C. That means:

+ No melting into your camp chair

+ No kids whining about the heat every
five minutes

« Comfortable exploring all day long

Evenings cool off just enough for

campfires, marshmallows, and those

classic “remember when..” chats under

the stars.

For travelling families, this weather
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window is gold. It turns what could
be a harsh environment into a safe,
enjoyable adventure zone.

It's a natural playground for kids

The Pilbara isn't a “sit still and behave”
kind of destination—and that's exactly
why kids love it.

Take Karijini National Park, for example.
This place is basically nature’s version
of an adventure park.

Here, your kids can:

+ Climb through narrow gorges (hello,
Spider Walk!)

« Swim inicy, crystal-clear rock pools

+ Scramble over ancient rock
formations

« Learn about geology without even
realising it

It's hands-on, active, and completely

screen-free—the way childhood

should feel.

Fewer crowds, bigger experiences

Unlike the east coast hotspots, the
Pilbara still feels wild and untouched.
Even in peak winter season, you're
not battling crowds at every lookout.
That means:
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« More space for kids to explore safely
+ Better camping spots
+ Less stress for parents

Places like Millstream Chichester
National Park offer shady riverbanks,
wildlife spotting, and easy-access
camping—perfect if you're travelling
with younger kids.

It's the kind of place where your kids
can run free, get dirty, and actually
disconnect.

Epic 4WD adventures
(without the stress)

The Pilbara is packed with 4WD tracks—
but winter conditions make them far
more manageable, even for families.

You'll find:

- Gravel roads and scenic tracks
suitable for beginners

« River crossings that are fun, not
terrifying

« Remote routes for those wanting a
bit more challenge

» Plus, the sense of adventure? Next
level.

There's something about driving
through red dirt country, kids in the
back spotting kangaroos, that just
hits differently.

The learning factor
(without feeling like school)

One of the biggest wins for travelling
families is how much kids absorb
without even trying.

The Pilbara is rich in:

« Indigenous culture and stories

+ Mining history

+ Unique ecosystems and wildlife
Around Broome—often the northern
gateway to the region—families can
experience cultural tours, beach
adventures, and iconic sunsets at
Cable Beach.



Your kids aren't just travelling—they're
learning about Australia in the most
immersive way possible.

It builds tough, capable kids

Let’'s be honest—travel like this isn’t
always easy.

There'll be:

« Dust everywhere

« The occasional “are we there yet?”
meltdown

« Limited phone reception

But that's where the magic is.
The Pilbara teaches kids:

« Patience

« Problem-solving

« Appreciation for simple things

« They learn how to set up camp,
conserve water, respect nature, and

adapt—skills they won't get from a
classroom.

And you? You get to watch them grow
in real time.

The Pilbara in winter isn't just a trip—it's
an experience that reshapes how your
family connects with travel, nature, and
each other.

It's red dirt under your feet, kids
laughing in hidden gorges, campfire
dinners, and star-filled skies that feel
close enough to touch.

If you're chasing a true Australion
adventure—one that's raw, real, and
unforgettable—this is it.

And from one travelling family to
another.. don't wait.

Load up the 4WD, point it west, and go
make some stories.

Essential things to pack for a winter Pilbara trip

Before you hit the road, here's your
TAWK-approved essentials checklist:

1. Layered Clothing

Winter days are warm, but mornings
and nights can get chilly. Pack:

« Light tees and shorts

+ Jumpers and long pants

- A beanie for the kids (trust us)

2. Quality Footwear

You'll be climbing, walking, and
scrambling. Bring:

+ Sturdy sneakers or hiking shoes
+ Reef shoes for swimming holes

Gorges like those in Karijini National Park
can be slippery—grip matters.
3. Plenty of Water & Storage

This is non-negotiable.

+ Extra water tanks or jerry cans

- Refillable bottles for each family
member

Even in winter, dehydration can sneak
up fast.

4. Recovery & Safety Gear

For any 4WD trip, especially remote
ones:

« Recovery tracks

» Air compressor

+ First aid kit

+ UHF radio or satellite comms

You don't need to expect trouble—just
be ready for it.

5. Entertainment the Old-School Way

Yes, yoU'll have incredible scenery... but
kids are still kids.

» Card games

» Travel journals

+ Bingo sheets

« Worksheets (TAWK style)

These little extras can turn downtime
into bonding time.
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